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On Aug. 26, 20 members of the demobilized M-19 rebels including women and children staged a
peaceful occupation of the Costa Rican embassy in Bogota. According to Costa Rican Ambassador
Rodrigo Araya Umana, the former rebels said they had been subject to political persecution by the
Colombian government and felt their lives were in danger. The group charged the government
with failing to fulfill commitments made in March 1990 peace agreements. The following day,
spokespersons from the Costa Rican foreign ministry in San Jose told reporters the government had
doubts regarding the protesters' claims of political persecution, but said their request for asylum
was being evaluated. The protesters left the embassy Aug. 28 after signing an agreement with the
government's Peace Advisory Council (Consejeria Presidencial de Paz). In the agreement, the
government promised to take immediate actions to achieve full compliance with the 1990 accord.
(Sources: Agence France-Presse, 08/26/92, 08/27/92; Notimex, 08/27/92, 08/28/92)
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